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The University of Dayton
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Feb . 15, 19 91
Contact: Pam Huber

UD' S ' MEETING 01' THE MINDS'
WILL RECALL CIVIL RIGHTS ERA
DAYTON, Ohio -- Although many people were born too late to
participate in the massive civil rights movement, they still can ask
questions directly to some of the people who shaped that era.
As part of the Black History Month celebration at the University
of Dayton, a "Meeting of the Minds" forum will be held at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 28, in Kennedy Union Boll Theatre.

The focus will be

on civil rights and the people associated with the civil rights
movement.

Admission is free and open to the public.

Varying perspectives will be conveyed by faculty and staff
members portraying historical civil rights figures.

The characters

include: Gerald Cox as Malcolm X, Margaret Karns as Eleanor Roosevelt,
Keith Kitchen as Martin Luther King Jr., Patrick Palermo as George
Wallace, Vernellia Randall as Barbara Jordan and William Schuerman as
John F. Kennedy.

The Rev. James Heft, S.M., will serve as moderator.

"We're hoping there's conflict; we're hoping there's
controversy," said Debra Moore, director of UD's minority student
affairs office.
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"We're hoping that the characters defend their particular
position, that the characters portray themselves as they were during
the '60s, in most cases," she said.

The participants follow no script

and must "respond on the spot" to questions posed to their characters.
"We want the audience to come informed enough to ask questions,
not just pull images off of the movies that they think the characters
were about," Moore said.
One such image the forum seeks to discredit is the purported
tension between Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X.
"Many of our students thought that they were on adverse ends of
the spectrum of equality," Moore said.

"It was either peace or

violence, there was no balance.

disse~vice

It's a

to all of us to

feel that that's what those men were about, and that's what they were
only about."
Another myth surrounding civil rights is that it was a phenomenon
of '60s activism, says Tim Spraggins, assistant director of the
minority student affairs office.
"Civil rights did not begin, the movement in and of itself did
not begin and the desire for civil rights did not begin with Rosa
Parks in 1955," said Spraggins.

"It was there much longer . . . . Lots

of people you don't necessarily hear about in the media laid the
groundwork for a lot of King's work."
For more information on the program, call (513) 229-3634.
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